PARTY EVENT KIT

Welcome! Inside this kit you will find
activities and other suggestions to make
your Matched theme party a success.
But first, a few things you will need:
• 6” square color paper
• Your favorite cake recipe
• Your favorite frosting recipe
• White chocolate chips
• Food coloring
• Lollipop sticks
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There’s nothing like some sweet treats to kick off a
shindig. Try out our super-easy cake pops recipe!

MATCHED cake pops

Ingredients:
•
•
•

Your favorite cake recipe (cake can be
made beforehand or store-bought)
Your favorite frosting recipe (can be
made beforehand or store-bought)
White chocolate chips colored green,
blue, and red (using food coloring)

•
•
•
•
•

Baking sheet
Parchment or Wax paper
Lollipop sticks (available at any craft store)
Ice-cream scooper
Mixing bowls

Divide your cake into quarters and crumble it into a large bowl. Once all of the cake is
crumbled, add 3/4 cup of your frosting and mix. The frosting will act as glue for the cake
crumbs.
Your cake mix should be moist enough to shape into a large mound and keep its shape. Using
the Ice-cream scooper (regular spoons are fine if you don’t have one), shape the mixture into
Ping-Pong–size balls. Place the cake balls on the prepared baking sheet and freeze for 1 hour.
Place the white chocolate (which ever color you want to start with) in a medium microwavesafe bowl and melt, stirring every 30 seconds until the chocolate is completely melted, 2 to
2 1/2 minutes (or melt the chocolate over a double boiler, stirring often, until the chocolate
is melted).
Remove the cake balls from the freezer and insert a lollypop stick into the top of each one
(stick it in far enough so it is more than halfway through but doesn’t puncture the other side
of the ball).
Dip each ball into the white chocolate, using a spoon to help coat the underside. Tap the stick
against the side of the bowl a few times and swirl the stick to encourage the excess chocolate
to drip back into the bowl.
Place the cake pop back on the parchment paper–lined baking sheet. Repeat with the
remaining cake balls. Let the cake pops stand at room temperature for 10 minutes before
serving. Serve that day or refrigerate for up to 3 days and then serve.
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Utensils:

Fun matched
SERIES &
ally condie
facts!
•

If Ally Condie lived in the Society, she
believes her work assignment would be
as a teacher or instructor.

•

The model featured on the covers of
Matched, Crossed, and Reached is also
the photographer who took the pictures.

•

Cassia’s great-grandmother was a cultural
historian who helped select the Hundred
Poems.

•

When a citizen of the Society is Matched,
he or she receives a silver box containing a
microcard that carries all the information
about their Match.

•

Citizens of the Society are allowed one
artifact each. An artifact is an object from
the past, before the Society came to be.

•

An Aberration is a person whose status
in the Society has been downgraded,
usually due to an Infraction. They are not
considered dangerous (like Anomalies),
and the Society protects them, but they
are not extended the full benefits of a
Citizen.

•

When someone in the Society dies, a
tissue sample is taken for preservation.

•

After their Matching Banquet, each girl in
the Society receives a scrap of her dress
in a silver frame as a memento.
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Cassia and her mother appreciate the natural beauty
of the world around them even though they can’t
often express it. Follow the directions below to create
your own Reached inspired flowers using the most
valuable resource in the Society: paper.
Materials: White or colored 6” square paper

1. Make the creases.

2. Form the 4 corners.

3. Flatten, while rotating
counterclockwise.

4. Turn over.

Top view

5. Form the 3D rose by taking each top
right corner and folding to next quadrant,
counterclockwise.

6. Form rose within the
palm of your hand.

7. Turn over and smooth inside
of rose, by pressing down
slightly at the base.

Top view

8. Fold down edges
and tuck in to form the
bottom of the rose.

9. Turn over, open
centre of flower and
smooth.

10. Roll the petals down to curve them.
Finished rose.

© FreePrintable.com
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Test your Matched/Crossed knowledge with

MATCHED Trivia

1.

When are members of the Society given
their green tablets, and what are they for?

2. What’s Cassia’s job?
3.	At what age are Citizens of Society
required to die?
4. Can you name two of the
100 poems and paintings?
5. What is the number for
Cassia’s banquet dress?
6.	At what age are the
Citizens of the Society
Matched?
7. What is the main
restriction for
	Abberations?
8. What province do
Cassia, Ky, and
Xander live in?
9. What does Ky know
how to do that no one
else does (and he
eventually teaches
Cassia this)?
ANSWERS: 1. 13 years old 2. Sorter 3. 80 years old
4. Multiple answers acceptable 5. #73
6. 17 years old 7. Aberrations cannot be Matched.
8. Oria Province 9. How to write.
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Frequently asked questions
about the Matched trilogy.
1. What was your inspiration for writing Matched?

The inspiration for MATCHED came from a lot of places. The real catalyst was a conversation I had
with my husband about marriage in the fall of 2008. He posited the question: What if someone
wrote the perfect algorithm for lining people up, and the government used it to decide who you
married, when you married, etc.? That got me thinking, and the opening scene of Matched began
to come together as I imagined this world. But the inspiration also came from an experience
chaperoning a high school prom when I was teaching and from some more general experiences, like
falling in love and becoming a parent.

2. Did you always envision it as a trilogy?

I knew there would be more than one book, but I wasn’t sure if there would be two or three books.
However, about five pages into writing Crossed back in the fall of 2009, I knew we would need
a third book. First, because the scope of the story was not going to fit into just two books, and
second, because I could tell that Crossed would be told from Ky’s point of view as well as Cassia’s. I
knew we would need a third book so that we could hear Xander’s part of the story and get to know
him even better.

3. Where did the Society come from?

I built the Society around the opening scene of Matched, which was the first scene that came to
me as I began the book. I began to wonder, “What kind of society would have to exist in order for
this scenario--young people getting matched up with their future spouses in an almost prom-like
setting--to take place?” And I think that, as the Society grew and I came to know more about it, it
was also built a little bit upon my own experiences as a parent and teacher. You want the best for
your kids and students, but you also can’t control every little aspect of their lives or they can’t grow.
Even well-intentioned control can still be too much and can turn toxic rather quickly.

4. How did you decide on which poems and paintings to use for the series?

I’m lucky because I grew up in a home full of poetry and art, and then I had the chance to study
English as my major in college. So I’d been exposed, over a long period of time, to a lot of great
works. My mom is an artist and she always talked about Thomas Moran and John Singer Sargent,
whose paintings I decided to feature in Matched and Reached, respectively. As far as the poetry
goes, I’ve always loved reading and teaching “Do Not Go Gentle” by Dylan Thomas. I feel like it’s a
great call to action poem, and it’s also one a student and reader can understand instantly because
of those great lines. The poems by Alfred Tennyson and Emily Dickinson are also ones that I came
across and loved over the years.

5. Who is your favorite character and why?

My favorite overall character is probably Cassia, because her journey is the one that began the
series. I also love Ky because of his honesty and the way he stays true to what he believes, and
Xander for his essential goodness in the face of very hard things. But I do have to say that Indie
is my favorite to write. I never know what’s going to happen when she shows up on the page, and
that’s really fun for a writer to experience.
Dutton Books · Speek · Imprints of Penguin Group (USA) Inc.
Matched-book.com

Art, music, poetry are all things strictly controlled by
the Society but you have the right and ability to express
your artistic ways.

Below are a few writing tips to start
you off and before you know it you’ll be
writing poetry for all your friends!

Read your poetry out
loud–this is the best way
to see if it works or not.
Don’t be afraid to write
a bad poem.
Revise and rewrite your
poems. Great poetry
takes as much effort as
inspiration!
Write a poem every day.
Read a poem every day.
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The Sorting Game
The Society takes great pride in finding the perfect job for each Citizen. Answer a few
simple questions below and find out if your future lies in sorting, medicine or archiving.

1.	You are attending an event and a small band of rebels have caused
trouble. What do you do?
a.
		
b.
c.

I assess the situation and immediately figure out the course of action that will lead to the
best outcome.
I make sure my loved ones are safe and secure.
Stay calm and see if you can help in anyway. Those first aide classes are going to come in handy.

2.	You’ve been paired up for a group assignment but your partner isn’t doing
any of the work. You…
a.
b.
		
c.
		

Speak to your teacher. It’s not fair for you to do all the work while your partner does nothing.
You approach your partner and see if you can connect in anyway. It might be a sign of
something more personal going on.
First you talk to your partner, but if that doesn’t work you consider taking one for the team
and completing the work yourself.

3.	Your best friend is in trouble. The Society thinks they’ve done something
terrible, but it’s not true. How do you react?
a.
b.
		
c.
		

I do anything I can to prove their innocence. Things just don’t add up and I’ll find out the truth.
Though I probably can’t do anything to affect the outcome, but I’ll be there for my friend no
matter what.
I consider taking the blame for my friend until the truth can be sorted out. It might buy them
the time they need.

4. While out with your friends a small disagreement breaks out between two
people. How do you react?

a. I stay out of it. Trying to step into the situation is the quickest way of getting pulled into it.
b. I tell them fight is not worth it at all and hope my pleading is enough to calm the situation down.
c. I physically intervene and pull them apart, trying to talk them out of any further action.

5.	Your idea of the perfect job involves:

a. Working with numbers and equations. I love how everything fits together and makes perfect
		sense.
b. Something creative. I love the arts and would love to spend every day surrounded in it.
c. A job where I would be helping people like teaching or medicine. There’s a lot of work to be
		 done out there.
Mostly As: You are a SORTER. You are strategic and highly intelligent. Like Cassia you see pattern
and connections were others only see randomness.
Mostly Bs: You are an ARCHIVIST. You are considerate and kind. Like Cassia’s grandmother you
understand the importance of preserving art in all its forms for the future of mankind.
Mostly Cs: You are a MEDIC. You are responsible and good under pressure. Like Xander you enjoy
taking care of people.
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OCTOBER
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

1

Wednesday

3

2

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

5

4

6

Make October Crossed
Month!

7

8

10

9

Need a refresher
on Crossed? Visit
matchedfacts.tumblr.com

14

15

Reread Matched for
Teen Read Week

21

22

Grab the Reached
widget and let the
countdown begin!

Ally visits Breanu
University for Matched
First Year Experience

Check out your favorite
YA blogs for Matched
series challenges

11

12

13

#GetMatched to
spread the word!

17

18

19

20

24

25

26

27

16

Become a fan of
/MatchedBooks
for exclusive Reached
teasers

23

Dylan Thomas born
today in 1914
Texas Book Festival
Weekend

28

29

Add your Matched
and Crossed review to
goodreads.com

31

30

Halloween
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NOVEMBER
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

1

2

3

Make November
Reached Month!

4

Check out the Matched
Trilogy Pinterest board
to pursue artifacts

11

6

7

8

9

10

13

14

15

16

17

5

12

Election Day

Reached
on-sale
today!
Ally kicks off tour
at Kings English,
Salt Lake City, UT

18

19

20

21

Tune into ABC Family
to catch the Reached
trailer again!

25

26

Check out
Breaking Dawn Part 2
movie to see the
Reached trailer

Ally at Anderson’s
Bookshop, Chicago, IL

22

23

Thanksgiving

27

Ally at Blue Willow
Bookshop, Houston, TX

28

Ally at
Books and Books,
Miami, FL

29

Ally at
Politics and Prose,
Washington D.C.

30

Ally at Quail Ridge
Bookstore,
Raleigh, NC
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24

DECEMBER
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

1

‘Tis the season...to
introduce your friends
to Matched series!

3

2

4

5

6

7

8

13

14

15

Begin your holiday
countdown

9

10

11

12

Add the Matched
Trilogy box set to your
wish list

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

26

27

28

29

Follow Ally Condie on
Twitter @AllyCondie

23

24

25

Christmas

30

31

New Year’s Eve
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